
CAP Planner - Civic Action
 

Chelsey (Ft. Collins, CO) 
February 19, 2013 
 
Problem, issue, or policy you are working on: 
Increase the safety at crosswalks on W. Swallow Rd. 
 
What was your last civic action? Describe the outcome(s) and any relationships 
to policy: 
For my first civic action I went to talk to Matt Johnson, the SRO at Rocky. I 
chose to talk to Mr. Johnson because he is hands-on with the safety at Rocky so 
I wanted to get his opinion on my proposal. The meeting went very well. Mr. 
Johnson thought I had a good idea. He also agreed with me that when heading 
east on W. Swallow in the morning the sun hinders your ability to see anyone at 
the crosswalk.  
 
What knowledge, skills, or attitudes of effective citizenship did you use or did 
you gain through doing this civic action? In other words, what did this have to 
do with what you are supposed to be learning in this class? 
To achieve my civic action I needed to be open-minded. I had to be willing to 
hear “no” to my idea and be open to other suggestions to go with my proposal 
or make it better. My biggest challenge with this civic action was getting up 
enough courage to actually go and talk to Mr. Johnson. I think there are not 
more people trying to “change the world” because of the little fear factor. It is 
important for you to move past that because once you do you will see it isn’t so 
scary after all, you can really do some good.  
 
What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, “meet with ______, 
write to __________, attend ________.” What is the purpose of this action?  
After meeting with Mr. Johnson and hearing his thoughts on crosswalks, I think 
my next civic action needs to be writing a letter to the city council. Mr. Johnson 
said from what he sees the larger problem is getting students to use the 
crosswalks. He also said there is no city ordinance which would allow him to 
write tickets to anyone who does not use the crosswalk. In my letter I am going 
to make my case for beacons at crosswalks in school zones and possibly bring 
up the idea for the ordinance.  
 
When do you expect to complete this civic action? 
I will write and send the letter to the city council by Tuesday February 26th. 

   

  


